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MEMORANDUM FOR AMBASSADOR COLLINS 

Subject: Cao Dai Division ip Sect United Front 


29 March 1955 


1* Generals Phuong and The have requested a meeting with me at 1830 
hours this evening. I have agreed to meet with them. Request any 
instructions you desire to have me follow. I will be meetingwith General 
Gqmbiez and Colonel Puque at my office at TRIM this afternoon, on the 
fi n a n cial problem you gave me this morning (meeting at the request of 
General Gambles), or maybe they want to discuss another problem* 

2. The meeting with Fhnong and The was prqpted by the following: 

This morning, Pope Tac, Bay Vien and Soai had another meeting at Tac*8 
residence on rue Gallieni in Saigon. General Biong and General The were 
invited to attend this meeting, but declined the invitation. At the 
meeting, it was decided by the three principals (Tac, Vien ad Soai) to 
hold a big popular demonstration demanding that Diem resign. After the 
demonstration, the Hoa Hao and Binh Xuyen troops would act to enf orce the 
resignation of Diem. Exactly how was not planned. The principals agreed 
to a "coup de force" by these troops. Apparently, Pope Tac is embarrassed 
at not being able to speak as the leader of Cao Dai forces. Thus, he has 
given an Ultimatum to Phuong: order the Cao Dai troops to join the Hoa 
Hao and Binh Xuyen for the "coup de force" or else I will dism iss you as 
the mi l it a r y leader of the Cao Dai and appoint another to replace you 
who will obey my orders. 

3. Phuong and The talked over/ their situation between themselves this 

morning and decided to ask me to join with them to help resolve their 
problem. They sent a messenger to me with the above information and with 
what they have been discussing as their own solution: integrate all 
12,000 Cao Dai troops in the National Army and don’t integrate any Hoa Hao 
or Binh Xuyen since the latter two forces have been agitated against the 
government? the Cao Dai troops in the National Army could then support 
President Diem and get to work against the Vietmihh in earnest. General 
The passed extra word to me privately that he estimates the Cao Dai forces 
as 8 > 000 men and that Phuong is including some who might not be such good 
soldiers for the National Army. ° 

4. Recommend that you pass word of the Tac, Vien, Soai pi an tp General 
Ely. It will require a firm answer, quickly. The mass demonstration will 
be scheduled as soon as Pope Tac makes his decision about General Phuong, 
according to General Phuong. These two Cao Dai Generals, I feel, want to 
find some means of supporting President Diem and need our h<%> to do so. 

copies to: General O’Daniel _ , 



DECLASSIFIED 


EDWARD G LANSDAIE 
Colonel OSAF 
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